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Amendments to the Claims- 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims; 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for segmenting [[a]] anjnjtjal region on a display into a 
set of newly-created independent regions using an input device, the initial region eempesed^rf 
ggffla&Bg a bounded area or volume of the display, the display including one or more regions 
within a larger area or volume, the set of newly-created jndejffldj^ regions aiT nn^ int. , 
matrix of equally-sized regions, wherein the e q ually-sized rempns in agnate «> n „ n l th» 
dimensions of the initial region, the input device capable) of convertin g being adapted to ennvprt 
a user input into a two or three-dimensional position, the method comprising: 

[[a)]] entering an interactive segmenting mode[[,]]; then 

9 intcrootivoly Gpo ri fy in g n gogmcqtatiou uf fr o icgion with the input device, thon 

detecting , the i niti al po sit i on of the input device at the time of enterin g rh^ 
interactive segmenting mode: 

.continually performing the following steps u ntil the interactive segmenting m,ori» 
remains; 

monitoring ongoing m ovements of the input davira , 
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continually computing a numb e r o f equidistant horizontal and verticaj 
splits to apply to the initial region as a function nf tn„ ^ stance nf 1h « Amti ^ 
to the initial position, anrf 

indicating positions of the pending splits to a usftr; 
leaving the interactive segmenting mode; 

replacing , the initial region with the set of newlv- ^ ted independent r-o i nn c ,t 
the positions p reviously indicated to the iKPr 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the display further associates a visual 
control with each region which enables interactive splitting mode, said control to be rendered 
visible either upon selection of the region, upon entry into the region by a pointing device, or at 
all times. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of entering and leavingthe 
interactive segmenting mode comprises pressing a button on a computer mouse over a visual 
control associated with one of the selected regions and subsequently releasing the button. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of entering and leaving the 
interactive segmenting mode comprises pressing a key on the keyboard and subsequently 
releasing it. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the segmentation of the region is 
computed by independently sectioning the region into rows and/or columns as a function of the 
distance from the current pointer position to the position of the pointer as it was when the user 
entered segmenting mode. 
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6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the segmentation of the region is 
computed by independently sectioning the region into rows and/or columns as a function of the 
number of times the user has pressed keys on the keyboard indicating that horizontal or vertical 
segmentation should be increased or decreased. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the segmentation is applied to the 
region when the segmenting mode is exited, and the user is further able to abort segmentation, 
the method for aborting comprising 

a) Pressing a key, snrh cio tho 'cacapc' lioy x 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the user further receives interactive visual 
feedback via an overlaid set of lines on the region indicating the actual location of row and/or 
column divisions that result from his interaction with the input device. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the user further receives interactive 
visual feedback via an overlaid grid display indicating the number of rows and/or columns that 
that result from his interaction with the input device. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the segmentation of the original region(s) 
replaces those region(s) with new, independent regions according to the segmentation selected 
by the user. 

1 1 • (Original) The method of claim 1 0 wherein the material contained within the original 
regions) are retained within one of the newly-created regions. 
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12. (Original) toe method of claim 1 wherein the segmentation of the original region(s) 
is stored as a collection of subregions of the original region, which continues to exist within the 
system. 

13. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium having computer instructions stored 
thereon for implementing a method for segmenting [[a]] an initial region on a display into a set 
Of newly-created independent rep ions using an input device, the initial region eempesed-ef 
■ C - ° mprising 3 b0unded ^ OT volume Pf the display, the display including one or more regions 
within a larger area or volume, fee set of newly-crated ffl^pendgnt regjong arrant int. , 
matrix of equalled regions, wherein the e q u ally,^ region s in amp rt » ^..i ,»,, 
dimensions of the initial reg ion the input device rn pablo of conv ert ing being adapted m mny M 
3 user input into a two or three-dimensional position, the method comprising: 

[WB entering an interactive segmenting raodeO; then 

b) fatcrarti vJy spooify i ng a segmenta t i on o f fe e rn r inn will, fa input d u v itu , fees 

detecting the initial position of the input davi™ „t tV, e niT , ft nf^Hn^ 
interactive segmenting mode; 

continually performing the following st£PJ until the mteractjye segmenting 
remains: 

monitoring ongoing moveme nts of the inp ut 

continually compTitinp. number of eq mHict ^ h QnWa l a n^v^ M . 
s plits to apply to the initial region as a function of tha d istance ofjhg u^ r device 
to the initial p osition, anH 
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indicating to a user positi ons of the p e nding snlits; 
leaving the interactive segmenting mode i 

replacing the initial region with the set of newlvcr^ in dependent regions at 
the positions previously in dicated to the, hqpt 

14. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 13 wherein the display further 
associates a visual control with each region which enables interactive splitting mode, said control 
to be rendered visible either upon selection of the region, upon entry into the region by a pointing 
device, or at all times. 

15. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 13 wherein the step of entering 
and leaving the interactive segmenting mode comprises pressing a button on a computer mouse 
over a visual control associated with one of the selected regions and subsequently releasing the 
button. 

16. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 13 wherein the step of entering 
and leaving ihe interactive segmenting mode comprises pressing a key on the keyboard and 
subsequently releasing it. 

17. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 13 wherein the segmentation of 
the region is computed by independently sectioning the region into rows and/or columns as a 
function of the distance from the current pointer position to the position of the pointer as it was 
when the user entered segmenting mode. 

18. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 13 wherein the segmentation of 
the region is computed by independently sectioning the region into rows and/or columns as a 
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function of the number of times the user has pressed keys on the keyboard indicating that 
horizontal or vertical segmentation should be increased or decreased. 

19. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 13 whereinthe 
segmentation is applied to the region when the segmenting mode is exited, and the user is further 
able to abort segmentation, the method for aborting comprising a) Pressing a key^^Ae- 
E scape* key . 

20. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 13 wherein the user further 
receives interactive visual, feedback via an overlaid set of lines on the region indicating the actual 
location of row and/or column divisions that result from his interaction with the input device. 

21. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 13 wherein the user 
further receives interactive visual feedb ac k via an overlaid grid display indicating the number of 
rows and/or columns that that result from his interaction with the input device. 

22. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 13 wherein the segmentation of 
the original regions) replaces those region(s) with new, independent regions according to the 
segmentation selected by the user. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 22 wherein the material contained within the original 
region(s) are retained within one of the newly-created regions. 

24. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 13 wherein the segmentation of 
the original regions) is stored as a collection of subregions of the original region, which 
continues to exist within die system. 
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